
The Family: Together in God’s Presence 
(excerpts from article by John and Noel Piper) 

 
The Biggest Stumbling Block 
There are several reasons why we urge parents to bring their children to worship. But 
these arguments will not carry much weight with parents who do not love to worship 
God. 
 
The greatest stumbling block for children in worship is that their parents do not 
cherish the hour. Children can feel the difference between duty and delight. 
Therefore, the first and most important job of a parent is to fall in love with the 
worship of God. You can’t impart what you don’t possess. 
 
Togetherness 
Worshiping together counters the contemporary fragmentation of families. Hectic 
American life leaves little time for significant togetherness. It is hard to overestimate 
the good influence of families doing valuable things together week in and week out, 
year in and year out. 
 
Worship is the most valuable thing a human can do. The cumulative effect of 650 
worship services spent with Mom and Dad between the ages of 4 and 17 is 
incalculable. 
 
Catch the Spirit 
Parents have the responsibility to teach their children by their own example the 
meaning and value of worship. Therefore, parents should want their children with 
them in worship so the children can catch the spirit and form of their parents’ worship. 
Children should see how Mom and Dad bow their heads in earnest prayer during the 
prelude and other non-directed times. They should see how Mom and Dad sing praise 
to God with joy in their faces, and how they listen hungrily to His word. They should 
catch the spirit of their parents meeting the living God. 
 
Something seems wrong when parents want to take their children in the formative 
years and put them with other children and other adults to form their attitude and 
behavior in worship. Parents should be jealous to model for their children the 
tremendous value they put on reverence in the presence of Almighty God. 
 


